
December 17, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the virtual board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. via ZOOM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
Commissioners were present.       
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson noted that as a 
representative of the Salary Committee, he would like to discuss an adjustment for Galen Cariveau, HR.  A/T Hanson 
noted the addition of a Repurchase of Tax Forfeited Property by Jim Sargent with a resolution, and sale of a parcel to the 
City of Perley for the appraised value.  Donna also noted she had received information on the Small Business Assistance 
Package that was passed by the MN Legislature from both AMC and MnDOR.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the December 8th meeting that were 
sent out following the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the resolution for repurchase of the Jim Sargent property.  Commissioner Gunderson made 
a motion to adopt CR 12-17-2020-1 a Resolution Relating to the Repurchase of Tax Forfeited Property, specifically 
parcel 25-0683000, also described as the N1/2 of Lot 1, Block 3, Hetland’s Addition to the City of Ada.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution adopted unanimously and 
is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a resolution for purchase of tax forfeited land within the City of Perley, noting that at 
an earlier meeting the board had agreed to convey the parcel to the City of Perley for a picnic area.  Upon further 
paperwork to make this happen, it was discovered the city would need to put down a $250.00 deposit with MnDOR to 
have them consider this process, and looking into this further, the city decided to offer the county the appraised value of 
$100.00 to purchase the property outright.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 12-17-2020-2 a 
Resolution for Purchase of Tax Forfeited Land, described as Lots 7, 8, and 9, Block 1, Original Townsite of the Village, 
now City of Perley, Norman County, Minnesota.  Also known as Parcel 30-6202000.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 
the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file 
in the A/T Office.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 
update.  Sarah noted that Norman County has had 400+/- cases to date.  They are happy that thus far they have not seen 
a large surge in cases since Thanksgiving.  Ms. Kjono noted that the hospitals are to begin receiving vaccines on Monday 
to vaccinate staff.  She noted Public Health is working on coordination/allocation of vaccine for disbursement and 
vaccination.  Director Kjono also noted that they have been billing some of their salary to CARES Funding and Norman 
County should be receiving reimbursement for this from Mahnomen County also.  Ms. Kjono also noted that Aimee 
Eggen of her staff had submitted a grant through AAA for traffic safety in the amount of $500.00 last spring and she has 
been notified that Norman County will be a recipient of this grant.  Aimee anticipates working with schools and law 
enforcement together on this grant probably toward spring.   
 
At 9:40 a.m. Renne Nysetvold addressed the board with a request for approval of a liquor license for operating the 
County Highway 38 Bar & Grill located in Flom.  A/T Hanson noted she had the proper paperwork for the license and it 
had been signed off on by the Sheriff, Jeremy Thornton, County Attorney James Brue and she had also received a letter 
from the Flom Town Board in support of the license.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
Combination Liquor License for Renne Nysetvold along with Sunday Liquor.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson then addressed the board with a proposal from the Salary Committee for an increase of $1.00 
per hour for Galen Cariveau of Cariveau Associates as our Human Resource Consultant.  He also proposed an increase of 
$0.50 per hour for Mr. Cariveau’s assistant.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the proposed increase for 
Mr. Cariveau and his assistant.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   



 
Revenue - $ 42,560.44  Road & Bridge - $ 70,697.64 Social Services - $  255.00   
          
County EDA - $ 177.60  Public Health - $  2600.94   TOTAL - $ 116,291.62  
    
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
At 9:52 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break until 10:00 a.m. when the Tax Forfeiture Sale would begin outside on 
the front lawn on the north side of the courthouse.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson opened the Tax Forfeiture Sale and A/T Hanson explained the procedure for 
bidding and then upon purchase that the winning bidder would proceed to the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office to complete 
paperwork and pay for their purchased property.  The county had 19 registered bidders and 10 properties for sale.  
Commissioner Jacobson started with the first property in Bear Park Township and continued through the list of properties 
to end with those in the City of Twin Valley and every property was sold at this year’s sale.  At 10:23 a.m. A/T Hanson 
addressed the board with sales information on the properties which sold for a low sales price of $200 to a high sales price 
of $15,500.  Collectively the properties sold for a total of $51,850.  The county was very happy to have all parcels sell this 
year.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board with regard to the flood plain maps 
for the cities of Hendrum and Halstad.  Mr. Johanson noted that he has been working with Ceil Strauss, State of MN-DNR 
Flood Plain Manager, to bring these cities out of the flood plain to be effective March 10, 2021.  Mr. Johanson stated that 
the county would need to have a hearing on the ordinance, possibly at the January 21st board meeting.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the hauler license for Glenn Visser of Visser Trenching.  Mr. Johanson noted 
that the application was all in order, No. 04-2021.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve Hauler License 04-
2021 for Glenn Visser.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was just a miscellaneous item related to the Feed Lot Ordinance Amendment 
for Barrick Family Farms with the Bio-Security setback requirement that would be in effect for all hog operations within 
the county once this ordinance was amended.  Mr. Johanson also noted that he had toured the site of the Barrick Family 
Farm the previous day and they were pouring concrete for the sow barn.  He noted there were a lot of cement trucks, 
some coming out of Grand Forks and some from Fargo, and they hoped to start digging on the larger barn the following 
week.  Garry also noted that he has finished 8 permits for the residences for Waukon Dairy, has 3 yet to go, and they 
anticipate starting building in the spring.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward discussion on the negative balance in the Solid Waste Fund and whether the board 
would consider transferring funds from the Revenue Fund in order to bring the fund to a positive balance before year-
end.  A/T Hanson will do further research and bring more information to the Special Budget meeting on Monday, 
December 21st.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with a resolution for acceptance of SAP 054-625-022 
and CP 106-01 also known as Contract 2200 and authorization of final payment.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 
to adopt CR 12-17-2020-3 A Resolution for Acceptance of Project SAP 054-625-022 and CP 19-106-01 and Authorization 
of Final Payment.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays, 
the resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the purchase of six vehicles for the Highway Dept.  Keith noted that he 
understood the concern brought forward at the last board meeting with buying locally and not leasing through Enterprise 
and felt that his staff could accomplish the same goals working through local dealers and presented the board with a 
spreadsheet of six vehicles, two to be purchased through Lee Bros. in Ada, two to be purchased through Kelly’s Chrysler 
in Ada and two to be purchased through Muscatell-Burns of Hawley.   Commissioners noted that if we were going to buy 
locally, we did not need to include Muscatell-Burns as they were not within the county and asked if there was a specific 
reason they had looked at purchasing through Muscatell-Burns.  Engineer Berndt said he could go back to the Ada dealers 
to see if they could provide comparable vehicles to the vehicles that were proposed through Muscatell-Burns.  After 
further discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve purchase of the four proposed pickups from the 
local dealers of Lee Bros. and Kelly’s Chrysler.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Keith 



noted that he felt he would be able to come to the last meeting of the year with additional quotes for vehicles 
comparable to those suggested from Muscatell-Burns.   
 
The next agenda item brought forward by Engineer Berndt was gravel products needed for 2021 and 2022 in the county.  
Engineer Berndt noted that with all the construction for the Waukon Dairy as well as the Barrick Family Farms, he felt the 
gravel available in the county may be reduced and he would like to solicit bids for the gravel products he feels the county 
will need for the next two years.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to authorize the county engineer to solicit bids 
for gravel products with bid opening date of February 23, 2021.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Engineer Berndt then addressed a question that Commissioner Bommersbach had asked at the prior meeting with regard 
to construction inflation over the last years.  Keith noted that over the last 10 years or so he had looked at commercial 
and highway construction and it appeared to average approximately a 3.2% increase each year.   
 
At this time the fund balance in the Road & Bridge Fund was addressed as it was indicating a negative balance as of 
December 15th.  Engineer Berndt noted that they have several payments that should be received before year end for 
construction projects as well as FEMA funding they are waiting on.  He did note that with receiving the majority of the 
anticipated funds, it will be very close at year end.  He did note that possibly the board would want to look closer at this 
at the final meeting of the year, and possibly transfer funds.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, brought the Teamsters Union Contract approved by the union just yesterday 
before the board.  James noted the contract was very similar to past years and noted the COLA for 2021 would be 2.25% 
as well as for 2022.  He also noted the insurance contribution for 2021 would be $1250 going to $1300 for 2022.  After 
noting a few other highlights, Attorney Brue suggested the Board approve the proposed Teamsters Union Contract.  After 
further discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the proposed Teamsters Union Contract with 
the Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Attorney Brue then noted that since the board had approved a COLA of 2% at a previous board meeting for non-union 
employees, he felt they should approve a COLA of 2.25% at this time for non-union employees.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 2.25% COLA for the non-union employees.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Hall seeing there was nothing more to come before the board, noted that December 21st at 6:00 p.m. would be 
the Truth-In-Taxation meeting in the Board Room and a Special Budget meeting would be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Court 
Room.  At 11:25 a.m. the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


